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VILLAGE  OF  SEXSMITH  SEPTEMBER  1951 


LOCATION 


Section  25-73-6-W6  in  Census  Division  No.  16,  This  location  is 
at  mile  393,3  on  the  McLennan -Grande  Prairie  branch  of  the  Northern 
Alberta  Railway  and  12  miles  north  of  Grande  Prairie  on  Highway 
No . 2 . 

ALTITUDE 


2357,3  ft. 
TEMPERATURE 


Latitude  55/21 


Longitude  118/48 


RAINFALL 


temperature 

54  °P 

temperature 

20°P 

temperature 

34°F 

rainfall 

9.8" 

snowfall 

63.3" 

total  preoipitatlon 

16,13 

The  foregoing  averages  are  estimated  from  the  records  of  surround- 
ing v/eather  stations,  and  cover  a period  of  31  years, 

GEOLOGY 


Beds  of  the  Wapiti  formation  of  Upper  Cretaceous  Age  form  bedrock 
at  Sexsmith.  The  formation  is  composed  of  light  coloured  clays 
and  massive  sandstones.  Goal  seams  that  have  a coi^ercial  value 
are  found  in  these  rocks. 

SOIL 

Sexsmith  is  in  a Transition  soil  zone  which  is  described  as  follows; 

quite  mixed,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  gray. 
Ins  surface  horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed 
litter  (AO)  which  may  be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by 
a mineral  horizon  that  can  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper 
(Al)  part  may  be  black,  gray  black  or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part 
(A2)  IS  frequently  3ome\fhat  leached  of  organic  raatter  and  consid- 
erably grayer  than  the  Al,  The  total  depth  of  these  surface  hor- 
izons averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  B horizons  are  generally 
dark  brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  40 
inches. 

Fertility  - These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the 
black  zone.  Leaching  of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  gome  plant  foods. 

Vegetation  - Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  Is  frequently 
denser  and  has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 


Land  Use  - A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  in  the 
crop^ro^ation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when 
required,  should  be  practised  for  best  results. 


HISTORY 


The  original  post  office  and  settlement  in  the  Sexsmith  district 
was  located  3g  miles  south  of  the  present  townslte.  It  was  named 
Benvilie  after  John  Bernard  Poster,  who  was  called  "Benny"  by  all 
tbe  old  timers.  Benny  and  his  family  were  among  the  early  settlers. 
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He  left  Watson,  Saskatchewan,  on  sMaroh  11,  1911,  and  travelled 
by  the  old  Edson,  Sturgeon  Lake  trail  to  Benville  where  he  arrived 
on  September  4,  1911. 

, The  surrounding  land  was  surveyed  for  homesteads  in  1907,  and  the 

townsite  was  surveyed  in  1915,  When  the  railway  arrived  In  1916, 
the  townsite  and  post  office  were  named  Sexsmith,  after  David 
*'  Sexsmith  who  was  the  first  settler  to  visit  this  district.  He  was 

born  in  Lennox  County,  Ontario,  and  came  west  as  far  as  Manitoba 
in  1890,  In  1898  he  travelled  west  as  far  as  Spirit  River  with  a 
group  of  men  that  were  heading  for  the  Klondyke.  He  was  the  first 
person  to  drive  a wagon  from  Spirit  River  to  Grande  Prairie,  which 
he  accomplished  in  1898,  Prom  1898  to  1901  he  was  trapping  in  the 
Grande  Prairie  district.  He  then  headed  for  Edmonton  where  he 
lived  until  he  returned  to  Benville  and  started  farming  in  1912,  He 
farmed  on  sections  1 and  12-7-6  - W6. 

R,  H.  Baker  erected  and  occupied  the  first  building  in  Sexsmith. 

He  came  north  over  the  old  Edson  trail  in  1908,  Two  years  later 
hls^wife  joined  him.  She  arrived  via  the  Athabasca-Smoky  River 
trail.  He  was  the  first  grain  buyer  in  the  village,  and  he  with 
his  wife  opened  the  first  restaurant  before  the  railway  steel 
arrived, 

L.  C,  Howard  owned  and  operated  the  first  general  store  and  post 
office.  He  was  the  first  postmaster  at  Sexsmith, 

The  first  ch-orch  was  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 

The  Sexsmith  Sentinal,  a weekly  newspaper,  was  first  published  by 
A,  P,  Menzles  on  September  1,  1949. 

^ Sexsmith  School  District  No.  3600  was  established  April  12,  1929. 

The  Peace  River  Bible  Institute  was  established  at  Sexsmith  in  the 
, spring  of  1935. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Land  in  the  Sexsmith  district  is  generally  flat;  there  are  a few 
patches  of  rolling  land  and  several  small  lakes.  It  is  parkland, 
with  groves  of  poplar  trees  and  willow  brush.  Within  the  townsite, 
trees  line  the  boulevards  and  provide  shade  for  many  of  the  homes. 
and  residents  take  pride  In  their  gardens. 

The  townsite  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad;  Highway  No,  2 
is  half  a mile  east  of  the  track.  The  main  business  street  paral- 
lels the  railway  with  the  stores  and  hotel  facing  the  track.  There 
is  a splendid  community  spirit  and  a general  atraosphere  of  con- 
fidence and  prosperity. 

There  is  three  phase  60  cycle  electric  power,  but  there  is  no 
central  water  or  sewage  system,  Ifater*  is  obtained  from  wells 
I distributed  throughout  the  village. 

used  as  fuel.  There  are  adequate  supplies  of 
■ liquid  fuel,  such  as  gasoline,  propane  and  Diesel  oil. 

There  is  transportation  by  rail,  bus  and  truck;  and  communications 
by  mail,  telephone  and  telegraph. 

Healthy  services  include  one  doctor  M,  D,,  one  drug  store  and  a 
maternity  hospital.  The  nearest  general  hospital  is  at  Grande 
Prairie  twelve  miles  south. 
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The  public  schools  teach  grades  1 - 12,  commercial  subjects  art 

Se  a Bible  Institute  wLre  stud^.ts 

scnool  subjects,  theology,  music  and  trained  for 

SSiloS  tnTloarl?^^  provider 

frilitier'^  A sub-agency  provide  financial 

travSir^'  ^ notel  provides  acoomiodation  for  the 

a Jr®  r ^ newspaper  and  a public  library.  Five  churches 

ve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  comraunity. 

Movies  (16  m,m.  ) are  shown  in  the  Gomraunitv  Hall  Several  lodcrpo 

SortrScilitSs  provide  spare  tirae  activities. 

ot  rturS  i^r  ^ ""  covered  curling  rink  with  three  sheets 

Iht  population  is  335,-  about  60^  are  English  speaking  and 

100  ana  central  Europeans.  There  are  about 

100  homes,  but  a housing  shortage  exists.  An  average  of  4 houses 

morh!'""^"  ^ cottage  rents  for  #30  per 

9.  ADMINISTRATTOT? 

governed  by  a three-member  council.  One  member  is 

eleofonrS  ‘'=™-  SoSnSltos 

■mim"  i-  j.'u  members  as  mayor.  The  secretary- treasurer  ad— 

Sf ""  accordance  with  tL  pSSrsefby 

10.  LAW  EMPORCEMEWT 

There  is  no ^village  police  department. 

. oyal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detacimient  at  Grande  Prairie. 

Building  Regulations 

SLrta°Eleo?liSfSSIc??™  requirements  or  the 

SSvl‘nSafle*alt£le™5la'Sonsr^"’'  requirements  or  the 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTIGH 

There  is  a 21  man  volunteer  fire  brigade. 

Equipment 

6°FrivrSuSn“LS££?  S££ 

^''''gasoltae®notOTlSp££ltv*soo“2'’  “ “oage 

1000  feet  of  2^"  hose^  ^ g*P.m.  at  a pressure  of  150  lbs.  p.s.: 
800  foet  of  2"  hose 

i?ae£Sog£”£?if£??rf„  delivered  through  un 

hall.  ^ ^ gallon  cistern  beneath  the  fire 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


Land  at  value 
Improvements  at  value 
Pov/er 

Total 


Net  Assessment  1951 

I 47,000 

390,000 

20.10Q 

#457,100 


Mill  Rate 

Municipal 

School 

Hospital 

Total 


26 

23 

_4 

53  Mills 


13.  AREAS 


Total  area  of  village 
Roads  and  streets 
Park 


32  acres 
7 acres 
1 acre 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 


Roads  and  streets 
Lanes 


(Travelled 

1 


Unpaved 

.,5 

.75 


Unopened  Total 
.25  1.75 

.75 

Total  2. 5 miles 


There  is  one  mile  of  board  sidewalks. 


14.  SEWER  AMD  WATER  MAINS 
Nil 

15,  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Canadian  Utilities  Ltd.  , 
from  their  Diesel-electric  plant  at  Grande  Prairie.  There  are  6 
Diesel-electric  units  in  this  plant  that  have  a total  capacity 
of  1960  K.W. 


Rates 

Domestic  Electric  Service 
Demand  Cha'r^  75^  per  month 
Energy  Charge 

First  25  KIH  used  per  month  9j^  per  K?/H 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  4|^  per  IW/H 

All  over  75  KV/H  used  per  month  per  KVifH 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge  #1.25  (which  includes  the  75sz(  demand 

Charge) 


Commercial  Electric  Service  Charge 

Demand  Charge 

50^  for  the  first  1000  watts  or  fraction  thereof  of  connected  load 
25j2(  f«r  each  additional  1000  watts  or  fraction  thereof  of 

connected  load 

Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  1000  watts  of  connected  load  9^  per  KWH 
Next  100  KWH  used  per  month  8/  per  KWH 

Next  400  KWH  used  per  month  5^  per  KWH 

All  additional  KWH  used  per  month  4;z(  per  KWH 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge  is  the  demand  charge  portion  of  the  above, 
but  not  less  than  #1.50  per  month. 
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Power  Service  Rates 

Energy  Charge 

First  <35  K\VH  'per  month  per  h,p.  connected  8^  per  KWH 

Next  25  KWH  per  month  per  h*p.  connected  6^  per  KWH 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  h.p*  connected  5^  per  KWH 

All _ further  KWH  per  month  4^  per  KVH 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge  is  $1»00  per  connected  h,p.  The  connected 

load  shall  not  be  considered  less  than  two  h.p, 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  eight  local  wells  that  vary  in  depth  from 
100  to  300  feet, 

17,  GAS  - NATURAL 
Nil 


18.  PROPANE 


There  is  one  agent*  deliveries  are  made  from  Grande  Prairie. 
100  lb.  cylinder  fv.SO. 

19.  DIESEL  OIL 

Tractor  fuel  23|^  per  gallon 

Domestic  fuel  21.9^  per  gallon 

Local  storage  capacity  95,000  gallons 

20.  COAL 

Calorific  value 
B.t.u’s  per  lb. 

Drumhe  Her  1 1,000 

Goalspur  12,500 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains 
Forage  crops  and  various  grass  seeds 
Horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs 
Dairy  products 
Poultry  products 
Straw 
Honey 

Lumber  - spruce  and  poplar 
Sand  - common 
Gravel 


Prices  per  ton  - f 

Nut  Egg  Lump 

1CT5 TSrto 

13.25  14,25  16.85 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 
Post  office 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Treasury  Branch  - sub-agency 

Municipal 

Secretary- treasurer  - part  time 
Fire  Department 
Public  Library 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  one  doctor  M,D,  and  a drug  store;  also  a privately  owned 
maternity  hospital  which  receives  a grant  from  the  Grande  Prairie 
Municipal  Hospital,  This  maternity  hospital  has  five  beds  and 
five  bassinets.  The  staff  is  composed  of  one  graduate  nurse  and 
three  helpers. 

24.  PROFESS lOWAL  AHD  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  health  services] 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Public  Accountant  1 ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Barber  Shops  1 

Gunsmith  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  - Edmonton  to  Grande  Prairie  and  Dawson 

Creek,  B.  G,  via  Sexsmith;  one  train  each  way  daily  except 

Sundays , 

26.  NE1¥SPAPERS 

Sexsmith  Sentinel  - weekly  - circulation  560 

27.  C0B,«MICATI0NS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Northern  Alberta  Railway  Telegraphs 
Post  office 

Nearest  radio  station  - CPGP  at  Grande  Prairie 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada 

Alberta  Treasury  Branch  - sub-agency 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Weioker 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 
Nil 

31.  - CH'DRCHES 

Anglican 
Bible  Institute 
Lutheran 
Roman  Catholic 
United 

32.  , FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 


Elks 

Masons 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Board  of  Trade 
Booster  Club 

Canadian  Legion  with  Ladies  Auxiliary 


Single  Rates  Beer  License 

^1.50  up  yes 
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34,  SOCIETIES 


Red  Groas  Society 
Women's  Institute 

n 


35.  SCHOOLS 


There ^ are  three  school  buildings  that  compose  Sexsmith  School 
District  Ho.  3600,  This  district  is  independent  of  any  school 
division.  There  are  six  teachers  and  157  students  who  are 
taught  grades  1 - 12;  also  commercial  subjects,  community  economics 
and  art.  There  is  one  school  bus  used  for  transporting  students 
from  rural  areas. 

Also  there  is  the  Peace  River  Bible  Institute  where  students  are 
taught  high  school  subjects,  theology,  music  and  receive  training 
for  missionary  work.  Students  at  this  school  are  provided  with 
room  and  board.  There  are  42  students | there  is  accommodation  for 
fifty. 


36,  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

60^ 


Stage 

yes 


Plano. 

yes 


Girls 

G.G.I.T. 

Explorers 


Legion  Hall 

This  hall  is  licensed  and  used  for  16  m.m,  movies. 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  a public  library  with  about  2,000  volumes, 
on  Saturdays  from  3 to  7 p.m. 

38,  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys 

Air  Cadets  (own  their 
Cubs  Hall) 

Scouts 

39,  SPORTS 

Baseball 

Hookey 

Softball 

Curling 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink,  three  sheets  natural  ice 
Open  air  hockey  rink 
School  grounds  for  sports 

40.  FAIRS 

Annual  sports  day 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 
Nil 

42,  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool 

Farm  Machinery  Distributor 

Grande  Prairie  Co-op  Livestock  Association  - Head  office 
United  Grain  Growers 
U.P.A,  Oil  Distributor 


It  is  open 
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43,  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Industry  or  No 

Business 

. of  Estab-  Producer  or 
lishments  Manufacturer 

Whole- 

sale 

Re- 

tail 

Abbatolr 

See 

Butchers 

Banks 

2 

Barbers 

1 

— 

Books  and  Stationery 

See 

Drug  Stores 

Butchers 

1 

•• 

1 

Building  Contractors 

2 

•• 

Blacksmith 

2 

2 

2 

Cartage  Delivery 

1 

- 

«. 

Clothing 

See 

General  Stores 

Coal  Dealers 

2 

2 

Doctors  M.D. 

1 

_ 

Drugs 

1 

' 

1 

Electrical  Appliances 

See 

Hardf/are 

Electrical  Contractors 

1 

.. 

1 

Furniture 

See 

General  and  Hardware 

Stores 

Florist 

1 

1 

1 

Gunsmith 

1 

•m 

1 

Garages  and  Service  Stns 

. 3 

3 . 

Grain  Elevators 

7 • 

total  storage  capacity  820 

,000 

bushels 

General  Stores 

3 

3 

Groceries 

2 

2 

Hardware 

2 

2 

Harness  Maker 

1 

1 

Hotels 

1 

1 

Implements 

4 

4 

Insurance 

2 

Livestock  Buyers 

2 

* 

2 

Lumber  Yards 

1 

1 

Oil  Distributors 

3 

3 

Painters  and  Decorators 

2 

Printing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Real  Estate 

1 

Restaurants 

2 

2 

Sporting  Goods 

See 

Gunsmith  or  Hardware 

Seed  Gleaning 

2 

•e 

2 

2 

Second  Hand  Stores 

1 

1 

Trucking 

1 

— 

Welding  and  Machine  Shops  3 Included  in  Blacksmiths  and  garages 
¥fell  Drillers  1 _ _ 

44.  SITES 

Residential  sites  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  are 
available . 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Industrial  development  started  with  the  arrival  of  the  railway  in 
1916  and  has  been  confined  to  agriculture.  Mixed  farming  developed 
first;  then  wheat  and  coarse  grains,  and  finally  the  growing  of 
forage  crops  and  the  production  of  various  grass  seeds. 

In  the  Sexsmlth  district  there  are  96,000  acres  under  cultivation,  ■ 
The  average  annual  production  of  wheat  and  coarse  grains  is  around 
three  million  bushels.  The  annual  shipment  of  forage  crop  seed 
runs  around  14  carloads. 

There  are  7 elevators  for  the  handling  and  storage  of  grain,  with 
a total  storage  capacity  of  820,000  bushels.  The  average  grain 
yields  over  a period  of  26  years  are:  wheat  20.8,  oats  37.5, 
barley  24.1  and  rye  21,2  bushels  per  acre. 
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Pop  many  years  Sexsmith  was  recognized  as  the  Grain  Capital  of 
the  British  Empire j and  the  largest  cattle  shipping  point  in  the 
Peace  River  Country.  Many  prizes  have  been  awarded  at  the 
Toronto  and  Chicago  Pairs  for  grain  produced  in  this  district. 

The  chief  industry  at  present  is  the  growing  of  grain  and  forage 
cr  op  s . 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  extends 

10  miles  north 
4 miles  south 
35  miles  east  and 
24  miles  west 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1946  census  3336 

Village  population,  1946  census  302 

Village  population,  1951  census  335 


If 


H. 


€ 

1 


